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Midwives were licensed by the church from the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries. The licences 
were issued by the ecclesiastical courts and any surviving records would be in archives that hold 
diocesan records, normally the county archives. 
 
The 1902 Midwives Act created the Central Midwives Board, to regulate practice and oversee 
training; their records are at The National Archives. Further regulation restricted the activities of 
‘bona fide’ midwives. From 1910, they could only assist at a birth if they were accompanied by a 
certified midwife or a doctor. Subsequent legislation between the wars continued to tighten the 
regulations, in order to ensure that those practicing as midwives were suitably trained and 
qualified.  
 
The Midwives Roll for 1904-1959 is available on Ancestry. There may also be registers in local 
archives. 
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